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Writing in the Social Sciences 
 
Writing for Social Scientists: How to Start and Finish Your Thesis, Book, or Article by 
Howard S. Becker  
Advises on efficient ways to produce and publish academic work. Not a step by step 
guide or easy fix but an excellent resource. 
 
A Short Guide to Writing about Social Science by Lee J. Cuba 
Advices on the writing and revising processes.  Includes sections on writing a library 
research paper and on writing about original research. 
 
Writing Literature Reviews: A Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioural Sciences 
by Jose L. Galvan 
A comprehensive guide to writing reviews of empirical research: starts with how to read 
documents in their disciplines; discusses literature reviews as part of essays, dissertations, 
journal articles; includes samples. 
 
Making Sense: a student's guide to research and writing: social sciences by Margot 
Northey;  Lorne Tepperman;  James Mackenzie 
Advise on designing your study, using your data and writing your paper 
 
A Short Guide to Writing About Social Science by Lee J Cuba 
A guide to writing and rewriting: research using the internet, writing the literature review, 
choosing a topic, writing your exam 
                    
 


