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Writing Your MA Thesis, Doctoral Dissertation or Grant Proposal 
 
Writing Your Dissertation in Fifteen Minutes a Day: A Guide to Starting, Revising, and 
Finishing Your Doctoral Thesis by Joan Bolker  
Advise on the writing process, choosing a committee and publishing 
 
The Art of Writing Proposals by Adam Przeworski and Frank Salomon  
A guide for writing proposals for funding by the Social Science Research Council  
website: http://www.psu.ac.th/edu_service/research/umass/artprop.htm 
 
Surviving Your Dissertation: A Comprehensive Guide to Content and Process by Kjell 
Erik Rudestam and Rae R. Newton.  
Discuses the dissertation process from finding a topic to the oral defense. Includes tips on 
dealing with writing anxiety. 
 
How to Complete and Survive a Doctoral Dissertation by David Sternberg  
Offers sympathetic advice about writing the dissertation includes a chapter entitled, 
“Down in the Dissertation Dumps: How to Get Out” 
 
Successful Dissertations and Theses : A Guide to Graduate Student Research from 
Proposal to Completion by David Madsen 
Begins with selecting a topic and continues through defense and publication.  Useful for 
both MA thesis and doctoral level dissertations. 
 
Writing up Qualitative Research by Harry Wolcott 
How to begin, continue, revise, finish and publish. 
 
Writing and publishing your thesis, dissertation, and research: a guide for students in the 
helping professions by P Paul Heppner;  Mary J Heppner 
 
Writing and Presenting Your Thesis or Dissertation by S. Joseph Levine, Ph.D 
Website: http://www.learnerassociates.net/dissthes/ 
Comprehensive advice about all stages of the writing process 

http://www.learnerassociates.net/dissthes/

